	          Strong Select Board Meeting Minutes
	          Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 6 PM
	          Forster Memorial Building, 14 S. Main St.

Call to Order and Attendance
· Chairman Rupert Pratt called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
· Select Board members present: Rupert Pratt, Andrew Bracy, Joel Doyon, David Catino, James Burrill.
Approval of Minutes
· Motion by Joel Doyon to approve the minutes from the July 22, 2025 meeting. Seconded by Andrew Bracy. Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer’s Warrant
· Motion by Andrew Bracy to approve the Treasurer’s Warrant dated August 14, 2025 in the amount of $128,501.16. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.
New Business
· Wellhead Protection Ordinance – The Board discussed an inquiry from a new property owner regarding septic system installation near the water district. It was noted that while the Town has no separate ordinance, state wastewater codes already provide necessary protections. No further action taken.

· Amendment to January 14, 2025 Minutes – clarified compensation for Code Enforcement Officer/Plumbing Inspector at $8,000/yr and a 75% fee per permit with the state receiving the remaining 25%. The town of Strong is foregoing its 25%. Motion by James Burrill to clarify the amendment as written. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.

· 457(b) Retirement Plan – held employee meeting to review materials. Motion by Joel Doyon to designate David Catino as the signer for plan documents. Seconded by Andrew Bracy. Motion carried unanimously.

· Legion Field & Town Park Rules – Joel Doyon spoke with the Healthy Community Coalition about park ordinance verbiage. Board reached consensus to close off Legion Field seasonally and purchase 2 signs for each location denoting hours (closed at sunset).

· Hunter Cemetery Access – access issue resolved after Duayne Boyd spoke with property owner.

· Nazarene Church Property – motion by David Catino to direct Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) Jonathan Arnold to issue notice: 14 days to begin cleanup, 90 days to complete. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.

· MSAD 58 Withdrawal Committee – preliminary budgets being developed for each scenario; working in facilities, maintenance plans.

· CEBE Vulnerability Assessment – board signed participation letter; awaiting next steps.



Public Comment
· Concerns raised about septic misuse at a Main Street property. CEO to follow up.
·  Inquiry on demolition of a Main Street house; project ongoing.
Treasurer’s Report
· Community grant funds received.
· Town audit scheduled early this year.
· Preparing for tax commitment pending school figures.
Town Clerk’s Report
· Held MSAD 58 school budget referendum vote. Budget failed in Strong but passed overall.
· Have issued 7 plumbing permits to date with new CEO/LPI
· Clerk attending required voting registration & Title 21-A election law classes 8/26-27
Public Works & Fire Department Report
· Spaulding Road paving completed.
· Gravel options for Streeter Road discussed; Board considered hauling savings from closer suppliers.
· County request for fire budget submitted; modest increase anticipated.
Select Board Reports
· Tree Removal at Public Beach – David Catino identified dangerous tree tops; awaiting written quote from Skyline Tree Removal. Board agreed this is a priority for public safety.
· Events Committee – James Burrill expressed thanks for Pierpole Day activities.
· MMA nominees – Rupert Pratt shared ballot. Motion by James Burrill to accept nominees as written. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.
Executive Session
· At 6:49 PM, the Board entered executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A) – Personnel Matters. Exited session at 7:08 PM. James Burrill made a motion to close the Town Office to the public on Wednesdays beginning August 20, 2025 for a period of four weeks, with reevaluation at that time. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment – motion by Joel Doyon to adjourn at 7:12pm. Seconded by Andrew Bracy. Motion carried unanimously.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 9th at 6pm

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Coolong, town clerk
