	          Strong Select Board Meeting Minutes
	          Tuesday, September 23, 2025 at 6 PM
	          Forster Memorial Building, 14 S. Main St.

Call to Order and Attendance
· Chairman Rupert Pratt called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
· Select Board members present: Rupert Pratt, Andrew Bracy, Joel Doyon, James Burrill, David Catino
Approval of Minutes
· Motion by Joel Doyon to approve the minutes from the September 9, 2025 meeting. Seconded by Andrew Bracy. Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer’s Warrant
· Motion by James Burrill to approve the Treasurer’s Warrant dated September 25, 2025 in the amount of $4,509.70. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.
New Business
· General Assistance ordinance – Motion by James Burrill to sign the ordinance update as required. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.
· Extending office closure to the public - Motion by David Catino to extend Wednesday office closures to the public on October 1, 8, 15, and 22 to allow staff to complete back-office processing and quarterly reporting. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously.
[bookmark: _Hlk204848803]Ongoing Business
· 457(b) retirement plan – David Catino has signed the paperwork and is scheduling a call to finalize administrative setup and staff onboarding. 
· Legion Field hours, rules, town ordinance – Board reviewed draft ordinance language from the Healthy Community Coalition. The HCC is delivering 6 signs to the office for placement in the parks.
· Nazarene church property – The certified letter to the regional contact has not been confirmed.
· MSAD 58 withdrawal committee update – The Committee is ready to hold a public forum to provide an update to residents. Motion By Joel Doyon to schedule the public forum for Saturday, October 18th at 9:30am. Seconded by David Catino. Motion carried unanimously. 
· CEBE vulnerability assessment – no update
· Health Officer status – Rupert Pratt and Joel Doyon to contact potential candidates. Maria Johnson noted if the position remains vacant, the Board must serve in the role.

Public Comment
· John Worthley said Lynch Landscaping will submit a quote for liming, fence work, and tree trimming at the village cemetery. He also shared the Strong Historical Society is looking for new members.
· Phil Richards inquired about the tree branches at the public beach; minor trimming remains but no public safety issues exist. He also asked about the septic issue on Main St. It is being addressed by the CEO with the property owners.



Treasurer’s Report
· Maria Johnson reported tax billing proofs were finalized and submitted. Mailings are expected to go out this week. Updates were made to reflect Monday office closures.
· Third-quarter financial reporting is underway.
· Amanda Coolong will begin training for BMV reporting this week.
Clerk’s Report
· Amanda Coolong is now officially a notary public.
· All owners have been entered in the online dog licensing database in preparation for October renewals.
· There is a high volume of marriage licenses this fall season.
· Outstanding plumbing permits have been processed and mailed to the state.
· Preparations are underway for the November 4 referendum election.
Public Works Report & Fire Department 
· Roadwork - Graveling completed on Streeter Road; prep work for winter underway. Sand deliveries expected in early October.
· Bridge projects - State is planning several bridge replacements between 2026–2028, including next to Thorndike’s gravel pit and over McCleary Brook.
· No burn permits have been issued.
Select Board Reports
· High Peaks Alliance – Rupert Pratt invited Brent West from High Peaks Alliance to present a proposed land conservation and trail project along the Sandy River at the property known as the 100 Acre Farm. Brent requested a letter of support for the Maine Trail Program grant. Motion by David Catino to approve the letter for the Main Trail Program. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously. 
Executive Session 
Motion by Andrew Bracy to enter executive session at 7:14pm pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(F) consultations with legal counsel. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried unanimously. Exited session at 7:25pm with no action taken.
Adjournment 
Motion by Joel Doyon to adjourn; seconded by David Catino. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:27pm.
Next Meeting
Tuesday, October 14 at 6pm

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Coolong, town clerk
