	          Strong Select Board Meeting Minutes
	          Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 6PM
	          Forster Memorial Building, 14 S. Main St.

Call to Order and Attendance
· Chairman Rupert Pratt called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
· Select Board members present: Rupert Pratt, Andrew Bracy, James Burrill, Joel Doyon, Marcel Lecours. 

Presentation: MSAD58 Proposed School Budget
· Superintendent Laura Columbia shared the school board’s recommended FY27 budget. The select board inquired why the undesignated fund balance of unspent funds is so high, and the rationale for moving $1.2 million of the balance into reserve accounts while at the same time decreasing the balance forward to $400k when that money is used to relieve the taxpayer burden. 

Approval of Minutes
· Motion by James Burrill to approve the April 28, 2026 Select Board Meeting Minutes. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Warrant
· Motion by Andrew Bracy to approve the Treasurer’s Warrant for the week of May 14, 2026 in the amount of $9,472.35. Seconded by Marcel Lecours. Motion carried.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ymmlanfucwx7]New Business
· Roadside mowing will begin May 18. The road crew would like to lease an excavator to do additional work. Board Chair Rupert Pratt requested additional lease details.
· Mt. Abram High School is presenting its annual scholarships on June 4th at 6pm. The Board voted for Brooke Atwood and Alexis Norster to receive the Knowlton Trust and Winston Beal scholarships. Town Clerk Amanda Coolong to write the award letters.
Ongoing Business
· MSAD 58 withdrawal committee update –negotiations are in process. June 24 is the new deadline to submit the withdrawal plan to the Maine Department of Education for review. 
· AVCOG grant – Andrew Bracy forwarded the materials to Joel Doyon. As it’s his first time managing the grant process, Joel may schedule a meeting with the AVCOG representative. 
Public Comment
· John Worthley inquired on the progress of the cemetery projects. 6-8 stones have been fixed and the fence work still needs to be completed.
· Brittany Parlin said she wants the MSAD58 withdrawal process to end and asked why the select board isn’t stopping it. The board explained the process was initiated by a municipal vote that resulted 2 to 1 in favor of exploring withdrawal. 
Treasurer’s Report – Maria Johnson shared that Strong’s 2026 state valuation ratio is low and our assessor, MCG of Maine, suggested increasing it now. Doing so will increase our homestead exemption but will NOT increase property taxes. Motion by James Burrill to increase Strong’s state valuation ratio to 80%. Seconded by Andrew Bracy. Motion carried. The town will send a letter with tax bills explaining this is not part of the revalation.
Clerk’s Report – Amanda Coolong presented the Warrant and Notice of Election for the MSAD58 District Budget Validation Referendum. Motion by Rupert Pratt to sign the warrant. Seconded by James Burrill. Motion carried. The Notice of Election has been posted for the June 9 primary. Absentee ballots are available from May 12 – June 4.
Public Works & Fire Department Report – none.


Select Board Reports – James Burrill said the events committee is meeting May 13 at 6pm. Andrew Bracy reported the corrections from the fire marshall are near completion.
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn by James Burrill. Seconded by Joel Doyon. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:55pm. Next meeting: Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at 6pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Coolong, town clerk
